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Dear newest Wildcats of Ryan Hall... 
First off, I’d like to welcome you to the University of Notre Dame and, more specifically, Ryan Hall- 
your new home under the Dome! Ryan Hall is the best dorm on campus and we can’t wait to share 
all of its joys with you. My name is Fiona and I’ll be leading this year’s Welcome Weekend 
alongside my junior captain, Terese, and the rest of our hall ambassadors! We’ve been planning 
for months to make Welcome Weekend better than ever before, and to welcome YOU to the pack! 
 
Ryan Hall was built in 2009 and is located on the south side of campus, right next to the 
bookstore. We are proud members of West Quad, with the beautiful McGlinn Fields directly behind 
us (sunsets back here are a must see). The community of Ryan women is truly unmatched- you’ll 
truly feel like family living here! We’re known for our signature events like Wheelchair Basketball 
and the Caring Cats Clothing Collection. We also partner with Hannah’s House, a South Bend 
organization that assists underprivileged families. 
 
Everyone can find something they love about Ryan Hall. Maybe it’ll be baking with Father Joe (FJ) 
on Tuesday nights for his cookie socials, or playing interhall sports like flag football, soccer, or 
tennis. Maybe you’ll join us for Waffle Wednesday Masses or hang out at during our Girls’ Nights 
In. 
 
I cannot imagine my Notre Dame experience without my Ryan Hall family. They have picked me 
up when I was down and celebrated my successes. I’ve met some of my best friends here, and 
these friends have become my sisters. Believe me when I say we are SO excited to welcome you 
to our family in August! Until then, we are counting down the days and have made this booklet to 
get you acquainted before your arrival. 
 
Please feel free to contact me (fwillia1@nd.edu) with any questions about move-in, Welcome 
Weekend, Ryan Hall, or Notre Dame. We are so excited to have you! Until then… 
 
 

Welcome to the Pack 

United We Roar 
 



Welcome Weekend Schedule 
 

 

Thursday, August 17th 
 

Test takers and band members move in 
 
 

Friday, August 18th 
 

9 am – Move in! 
 

8 pm – Activities in Ryan 
 

Saturday, August 19th 
 

*University events in the morning*  
5:30 West Quad Cookout 

 
7:30pm-10:30pm—Ryan Welcome Weekend Events  
10:30 pm – DomerFest! 

 

Sunday, August 20th 
 

*University events in the morning*  
7:00pm-10:00pm—Ryan Welcome Weekend Events  
10 pm – Class of 2021 First Grotto Trip 

 
 

Monday, August 21st 
 

South Bend Day of Community 



Meet the Welcome Weekend Team! 
These are the Ryan women who will be guiding you through your first weekend at Notre Dame (and 

after that as well)! Check out these cool ‘Cats! 

Fiona Williams– Hall Captain 
Welcome home, Wildcats! My name is Fiona Williams and I am so excited to be the first to welcome 
you to your new cool and fun home under the dome, Ryan Hall! I am a junior Neuroscience major and 
Sociology minor hailing from Glen Rock, New Jersey, located right outside of New York City. In Ryan, 
I help with Spiritual Life in ministering at mass 
and around campus I am an avid member of 
the Student Union Board (SUB) working with 
the AnTostal committee, volunteer with 
Habitat for Humanity and Memorial Hospital, 
and work in a research lab over at Harper 
Cancer Research Institute. I spent this past 
summer on campus doing research in my lab 
because why would you ever want to leave 
Notre Dame?! Whenever I find a free minute, 
I love to play tennis, read, eat copious 
amounts of cereal, and complete Sudoku 
puzzles. I’m always down to hang out and 
have a dance party, so just hit me up 
whenever! Welcome to the best hall of them all- we are blessed to have you. 

Terese Schomogyi– Jr. Hall Captain 
 
Hey hey hey Wildcats, welcome to the greatest home under the dome! My 
name is Terese Schomogyi and I’m a sophomore Political 
Science major and Sustainability minor. I’m also in the Glynn 
Family Honors Program. As much as I love Notre Dame and Ryan 
Hall, my true home is Tacoma, Washington, a city just south of 
Seattle (if you ever want to talk about mountains, how awesome 
rain is, and/or the West coast best coast, I’m your girl.) I stayed in 
South Bend for most of this past summer to work as a small group 
mentor for ND Vision, a series of theology and faith conferences 
for high schoolers. Around campus, I work at the phone center 
and as a tour guide, and I also participate the Center for Social 
Concerns’ immersion seminars. You can catch me in Ryan at Hall 
Council on Tuesdays, where I serve as secretary. When I have 
extra time, I love reading, running and practicing yoga, and 
drinking copious amounts of coffee (it’s a healthy addiction, 
right?). Come hang with me anytime - my door is always open to 
you! So hyped to meet you friends!! Go ‘Cats, go Irish! 
 
 
	  



Erin Albertini 
Welcome home, newest wildcats! My name is Erin 

Albertini, and I am thrilled to be serving as one of your 
Ryan Hall Welcome Weekend Ambassadors! I am a 

sophomore studying Pre-Health through the College of 
Arts and Letters, and my primary major is to be 

determined (most likely sociology or Spanish). I am from 
Winston Salem, North Carolina and will be living in Ryan 

123 this year (please feel free to stop by my room any 
time!). Around campus, I am the Head of Costumes for 
Pasquerilla East Musical Company, I work as a student 

manager in Washington Hall, and I am a part of the 
Building Bridges program through Multicultural Student 

Programs and Services. I am also hoping to start 
volunteering at the hospital this year. I spent this past 

summer as an intern at a medical center in Chicago 
through the Cross-Cultural Leadership Program, which is 

run through the Institute for Latino Studies. In my free 
time, I love to read, eat ridiculously early grandma dinner, 
watch movies and Parks and Recreation, and spend time 

with my friends. If you ever want to fangirl over Oscar 
movies with someone, I’m your girl! I can’t wait to meet all 

of you! Welcome to the best dorm on campus! 
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  

	  

Isabella Anglin 
 
Hey Wildcats!! I am so excited to meet you all and can’t wait for you 
to join the Ryan Hall family.  My name is Isabella Anglin, and I am a 
Junior Economics major from Agoura Hills, CA. Around campus, I am 
an employee for Notre Dame sports marketing and a member of the 
Economics and California Clubs. But in Ryan, expect me to be on all 
Ryan intramural sports possible and hanging out in FJs on Tuesdays 
for great deserts and friends. My favorite part of Ryan hall is the 
community and the girls. Everyone is so nice and welcoming! I 
couldn’t imagine living without these girls and you’ll realize that too. 
In my free time, I love hanging with friends, playing basketball, and 
watching Netflix. I will be living in 3B so feel to come and chat about 
anything. I love to meet new amazing girls from Ryan Hall. We are all 
so happy to have you and Go Wildcats!  
	  
	  
	  
	  

	  
	  



Maria Burgess 
Welcome to the family baby Wildcats! My name is Maria 
Burgess and I am a Sophomore majoring in Environmental 
Science and Spanish. My family currently lives in Fairfax, 
Virginia, located right outside Washington, D. C., but my dad is 
in the Navy so I've lived all over the country. (Fun fact: I was 
born in Sicily, Italy. That's why my parents named me Maria, 
the Italian version of Mary, a family name.) As a cadet in Army 
ROTC, I spend what seems like the majority of my time on 
campus involved with that. Keep an eye out for me performing 
color guard during sports games or wearing my uniform on 
Wednesday's! Aside from ROTC, I  am in the Right to Life 
club, play various interhall and rec sports, and share piano-
playing duties for Ryan Hall Mass. In my free time, you can 
find me exploring South Bend restaurants in search of the best 
Thai food, lifting in the Pasquerilla Center basement to make up for all that Thai food, kicking a soccer 
ball around on our very own McGlinn fields, running around the beautiful lakes, or hanging out in 
Ryan enjoying the company of my amazing fellow Wildcats! 
 
 
 

Monica Coundouriotis 
Hey Wildcats!! My name is Monica Coundouriotis, and I’m a junior in 3B! 
I am from St. Petersburg, Florida, and I’m a Program of Liberal Studies 
(PLS) major here at ND with a pre-health concentration. I can’t wait to 
get to know you guys!  
 
 
 
 
 
 

Libby Cresap 
HELLO! I’m Libby Cresap and I am so excited to welcome you to 
your new home at Notre Dame, Ryan Hall! I’m a sophomore 
majoring in Computer Science and Engineering and minoring in 
Business. I’m from the small town of Medfield, MA, southwest of 
Boston, but now live in, objectively, the best dorm on campus. I’ll 
be living in 1A this year and everyone is welcome to stop by to 
chat or eat some pretzels with me and my roommate (random 
roommates do work out!). While at ND I have loved being on the 
Ryan Hall flag football, soccer, and lacrosse teams and I have also 
been volunteering as a tutor with SAINTS at a local elementary 
school. My favorite part about Ryan is either FJ’s cookies or the 
flag football team because I’m the designated flag bearer. Can’t 
wait to meet all of you! Get hype. 
 



 

Megan Crowley 
Hi Newest Wildkittens! Welcome to the best dorm on campus 
(should’ve lived in Ryan- you’ll get that Welcome Weekend!) 

My name is Megan Crowley and I am so excited to be a 
Welcome Weekend Ambassador this year. Coming from 

Princeton, New Jersey (gotta love those Jersey Girls!), the 
South Bend weather was quite the adjustment to get used to, 

but don’t worry, you’ll love it! I am a junior here at Notre Dame 
living in 1B Room 139. My major is Film, Television, and 

Theatre (with a concentration in Television) and (very newly) 
American Studies! My favorite event in Ryan has to be 

Wheelchair Basketball occurring in April (especially since I live 
my life in one). During this year, I will continue to be the 

President of the Make-A-Wish Club here on campus, please 
join. On an average night, you can catch me binge watching a 

new show on Netflix or chit chatting with one of my nurses- 
come by and chat me up! I cannot wait to meet all of you new 

kittens!!! If you have any questions throughout Welcome Weekend or the year please don’t hesitate to 
ask! #RyanGoBragh 

 
 
 
 
 

Alyssa Daly 
Hello new wildcats! I’m Alyssa Daly and I’m from Chicago, 

IL—and yes, I’m really from the city! (South Side to be 
exact!) Here at ND, I’m a Psychology and Pre-Health double 

major, and I’m super stoked about it. I’m also a proud 
member of the Questbridge Scholars Network. I love being a 
part of our Ryan intramural sports teams, I’m a junior service 

commissioner here in Ryan, and I pretty much love 
participating in all things Ryan Hall. As for how I got to ND, 

here’s a little story. When I was little, my grandpa and I were 
best friends and he would always say that I would be the 
first person to go to college and that it would be at Notre 

Dame, because he and my whole family were in love with 
ND’s football team, so when he passed away I made it my 

goal to make it here for the both of us, and here we are 
today! I’m very excited to welcome you new ‘Cats to not only 

Notre Dame, but also to your new home under the dome, 
the lovely Ryan Hall; Go Bragh! 

 



Emily Figueroa 
Hey new Wildcats! My name is Emily Figueroa, and I'm so excited to get to 
know you all this year. I'm originally from Groton, Massachusetts (go Pats!!) 
and I love to spend my free time back home hiking and hanging out with my 
amazing family. I'll be a sophomore this year studying Political Science and 
Spanish with a minor in Sustainability. I'm a volleyball student manager, and I'm 
involved with the GreeND club, College Mentors for Kids, and CASH 
(Community Alliance to Serve Hispanics) on campus, but when I'm not busy 
with clubs or schoolwork I'm usually reading, bugging my awesome roommate 
Caroline, or catching up on New Girl and Gilmore Girls. Can't wait to share new 
Ryan memories with you guys! 

 
Julia Forte 
Hey everyone! My name is Julia Forte and I’m from Davidson, North 
Carolina! I am a sophomore Science-Business major and absolutely love 
Ryan Hall! I will be living in 3B, probably listening to some country music, 
so feel free to stop by whenever. On Tuesday nights you can find me 
baking at FJs because, as you’ll find, there is no better place to be. I 
serve as a Lector at masses and play for our Flag Football team. I am a 
member of Notre Dame’s Irish Dance team and absolutely love keeping 
up the Irish spirit on campus! I also serve as the Event Coordinator of 
the Pre-Professional Society, and am a member of the Undergraduate 
Women in Business and the Make-A-Wish Club. When I have some free 
time, you will probably find me frolicking around on the quad and 
enjoying how amazing Notre Dame’s campus is because it really is 
incredible. I can’t wait to meet all of you and welcome you into your new 
home! You’re going to love it here!  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Ally Marrs 
Hello wildcats!!! My name is Ally and I’m a sophomore Biology 
major. I’m from a small town in Minnesota called Waconia, which is 
a suburb of Minneapolis. On campus, I spend my time playing 
intramural and co-rec sports (such as FLAG FOOTBALL), and 
attending biology club and Uplift meetings. I also love spending 
time at the gym either running or rock climbing. My interests include 
hammocking, music, Lost, and Jimmy Fallon. If you ever want to 
talk about any of these topics (or anything else lol) you can hmu in 
section 3B! So excited to meet all of you!  
 
 
 



 
 
 
 

Shay Mckinney 
Hello everyone!! Welcome to your new home, Ryan Hall! I 

am Shay Mckinney, and I am a sophomore here majoring in 
Sociology with a minor in Gender Studies. I am also a 

Questbridge scholar. I am from the lovely city of Chicago 
Illinois. (Yes the actual city) I hope that you all come to love 

Ryan as much as I do. Ryan Go Bragh!!!  
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Caroline Nassab 
Hey there, future Wildcats! My name is Caroline Nassab and I am a 

sophomore majoring in Biological Sciences and Spanish. I am from the 
always-hot Columbia, South Carolina, but enjoyed the beautiful seasons 

(and mild winter) we had at Notre Dame this past year! On campus I am a 
tour guide and involved in the Biology Uplift Program, and CASH 

(Community Alliance to Serve Hispanics) and in Ryan I am a service 
commissioner and played interhall volleyball! I love cooking and baking, hot 

tea, Jimmy Fallon, being outdoors, and of course hanging out with friends 
and family! I can't wait to meet you all over welcome weekend and introduce 

you to your wonderful new home under the dome. 

 
Claire Rudden 

 
Welcome Wildcats to your new home under the dome! My name is Claire 

Rudden, and I am a sophomore Psychology and Statistics major. I am 
originally from Fairfax, Virginia, a suburb of Washington D.C. I will be living 
in 2A this year, right across from our outstanding priest-in-residence FJ, so 
feel free to stop by and say hi anytime! In Ryan, I am a part of the Service 
Commission, and I am a lector at our dorm masses. Around campus, I am 

on the Club Swim team and I volunteer at the preschool on campus, ECDC 
(cute children are basically what get me through each week). Ryan Hall has 
really become my home this year, and I hope by the end of the year you all 
will feel the same. I absolutely cannot wait to meet all of you in August, and 

Ryan Go Bragh! 

 



Beth Steiner 
Hello lovely wildcats! My name is Beth Steiner, and I am a 
sophomore Pre-Health and Political Science major from 
Louisville, KY. I am SO excited to welcome you to Ryan 
Hall, your home for the next four years. I will be living in 3B 
this year, and would love for you to come by, chat, and be 
my pal. On campus, I am involved in Show Some Skin, 
researching African Politics, radio DJing for WVFI, and the 
Gender Relations Committee. In my free time, I love to rock 
climb, eat ice cream, and fight the patriarchy (please feel 
free to join me in any of these activities!). My favorite part 
about Ryan is the amazing women, who have become my 
family and support system. I have absolutely loved living in 
Ryan, and I cannot wait to meet you all in August. Ryan Go 
Bragh! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Molly Walsh 
You’re going to hear this a lot during Welcome Weekend, but 
welcome home! My name is Molly Walsh, and I cannot wait to 
meet you all in August! I am a sophomore and in the business 
school at Notre Dame. I’m not sure what I’m going to major in yet, 
but it will probably be Finance. I also want to double major in FTT 
(Film, Television, and Theater) if I can work it out in my schedule. I 
am from Clarendon Hills, Illinois, the best suburb of Chicago 
around. I’m involved in the Student International Business Council 
on campus, and I volunteer at the Robinson Community Learning 
Center, an after-school tutoring program for kids. I also am 
involved in an organization called Matriculate, a program that 
provides low-income, high-achieving students with free college 
counseling. Any free-time I have is spent binge-watching Netflix, 
making snacks, or procrastinating my homework in any way that I 
can. I love Ryan Hall and can’t wait for you all to see everything 
ND has to offer. See you soon! 



Meet the Ryan Hall Staff!  
Ryan Hall is blessed with an amazing hall staff, consisting of one rector, two assistant rectors, and six 

resident assistants (one per section). These women will be walking and living with the Ryan 
Community all year, and are pretty spectacular! 

 

Allyse Gruslin – Rector 
 
Hey ‘Cats! I grew up in Pawtucket, RI, a town with huge baseball culture. Pawtucket is home to the 
farm team for the Red Sox (the PawSox), so I’m a big Red Sox fan but don’t ask me about stats or 
standings. I also played baseball for an all girls town baseball league when I was little. Rhode Island 
is the “Ocean State” because we have lots of coastline per square mile so I love all things 
ocean/coastal. Growing up I was a competitive cheerleader which I credit for my consistent upbeat 
attitude and inability to stop smiling. Old habits die hard. My parents and my older sister still live out 
east and they call me “the one who moved away.” I am very close with my family and was especially 
close with my grandma or “Memere.” I was born on her birthday (so obvi I was her favorite :). In high 
school I did everything I could to be involved: volleyball, swimming, student government and campus 
ministry. Singing is probably my favorite thing to do. I didn’t make my Confirmation in high school like 
most Catholics do because I wasn’t sure I wanted to be Catholic. I explored by faith through high 
school and college and eventually made my Confirmation after discovering a deep love for the 
Eucharist. I studied Philosophy and Business at Assumption College in Worcester, MA (Brian Kelly’s 
alma mater)! After Assumption I did a year of service at a youth retreat center followed by four years 
on Long Island at a campus minister at Holy Trinity High School as well as a partner for a traveling 
retreat business. I came to Notre Dame’s Master of Divinity program in the fall of 2013. During the 
program I met my now fiance, Chris, who you will likely see around the hall on Waffle Wednesdays. 
He has a corgi named Topper who will hopefully provide comfort to the women of Ryan Hall during 
high stress periods like midterms and finals. I am so excited to be here in Ryan as your rector. It is an 
honor and a privilege. Know that I pray for you every day and my door is always open (maybe not 
literally but definitely in my heart). 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Meredith Holland – Assistant Rector 
 
Hello, friends! My name is Meredith and I am so excited to serve as 
one of your Assistant Rectors in Ryan Hall! I am originally from 
Mountain Lakes, New Jersey and studied Economics and Theology as 
an undergraduate at Notre Dame. I moved to Boston following 
graduation (I'm a New England girl at heart!) and then returned to 
Notre Dame for Law School. When I'm not in the law school, you can 
usually find me cooking, baking, knitting, practicing yoga, singing or at 
Starbucks. I love C.S. Lewis and the West Wing and have been 
counting down the days until the Gilmore Girls reunion since the show 
ended. Please feel free to come by Room 219 at any time - I cannot 
wait to welcome you all to Ryan Hall! Go Wildcats! 
 
 
 
 

Sara Thoms – Assistant Rector 
 
Hello to the great women of Ryan Hall! My name is Sara and I am 
absolutely thrilled to be one of your Assistant 
Rectors this year. I am a third year graduate 
student in the Master of Divinity program, 
earning a theology and ministry degree. I can't 
wait for another great year in Ryan as we share 
life together in the best community on campus! I 
am from Rochester, Michigan (where I was a 
Wildcat through middle school) and graduated 
from Villanova University (go Wildcats again!) 
with a degree in Humanities and Theology. I was 
involved in Campus Ministry, our Orientation 
program, Special Olympics, and our Admissions 
office in college. My love languages are going on 
walks and having long life chats. Around Ryan, 
you can find me in room 300 where we like to eat 
ice cream, drink tea, chat, color, and have 
spontaneous dance parties. Please stop by my 
room any time for any reason. You can email me 
at sthoms@nd.edu. I’d love to see or hear from 
you! Ryan go bragh! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



VANESSA ACOSTA 
Hey there ‘Cats! If we haven’t met yet, I’m Vanessa and I can’t wait to 

serve my home away from home as an RA! I am from Lawrence, 
Massachusetts, and like all good Massachusetts natives, I run on 

Dunkin’. Although coffee was my first love, some of my other passions 
include: Ed Sheeran, food, and my family. I’m currently an intern for the 

President’s Office as well as the Institute for Latino Studies. I love 
attending Spanish mass, so if you ever want to join or need help with 

Spanish homework let me know! I’m a Psychology major, with minors in 
Latino Studies and Business Economics. Figuring out my major/minors 
was a process, but I absolutely love where I ended up and would gladly 

be there if you ever feel like you need help with discerning a major. Ryan 
Hall quickly became my home when I arrived to Notre Dame my first 

year, and though I have found many friendships and welcoming 
communities around campus, Ryan has always remained home for me. I 

love our beautiful dorm, but beyond that, I love all the Wildcats who 
make it a wonderful place to live! Please feel free to stop by my room at 

any time - I love to talk! Ryan Go Bragh! 
 
 
 
 

MADELEINE DONOHUE  
Hi Ladies! I'm Madeleine Donohue and I am so excited to 

have the opportunity to serve as your RA in Ryan next 
year! I am from Hamden, Connecticut and I am majoring 
in architecture. I come from a big Notre Dame family; my 
mom and two sisters are also Domers, and I have loved 

every second I have spent here. Many of you probably 
don't know me because I am currently studying in Rome 

for the year. It has been an absolutely amazing 
experience to live here in Italy, but of course I miss Notre 

Dame, Ryan Hall and SDH. If you have any questions 
about study abroad, I'm your girl. I love drawing, 

watching Netflix, spending time outside, traveling, and 
eating gelato. While I spend a lot of time in Bond Hall, 

Ryan Hall is my home at Notre Dame and, not to 
mention, the best dorm on campus. Go Wildcats! 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 

CLAIRE KRAMER  
Hi friends! My name is Claire Kramer, and I’m not sure I can express 
how honored, excited, and blessed I am to serve as an RA in Ryan 
Hall. I’m originally from Kansas City, but my family (I live with my 
wonderful parents and my awesome younger sister) recently relocated 
to Cedar Rapids, Iowa. I absolutely love my hometown, and will talk 
your ear off about KC if you let me, especially our wonderful sports 
teams (Go ‘Yals!), and I’m excited to explore my new town, as well! 
I’m an American Studies major, with minors in Theology, the Glynn 
Program, and Journalism, Ethics, and Democracy (JED). In Ryan, I’ve 
been involved with Spiritual Life, and on campus, I dance with 
TransPose Dance Collective. I also work for the Notre Dame Athletic 
Department in the Media Relations office, and I always love getting 
involved with Campus Ministry. In my free time, I love to dance, play 
golf, write, listen to country music, and watch The West Wing. In the 
future, I’m considering going into sports journalism, PR, teaching, or 
ministry. Additionally, I’d love to fulfill my dream of becoming a high 
school dance team coach. This past spring, I studied abroad in Rome, 
Italy. It was an amazing experience, full of so much Catholic history, 
amazing architecture and culture, and food that was out of this world. However, it made me miss Notre Dame, and 
my home in Ryan, so much more. I’m so excited to walk with the wonderful women of Ryan this year, and share 
everything I love about Notre Dame. Know that you will be in my prayers, and that I am always here if you need 
anything. I am so grateful for the opportunity to serve the place I call home. 
 

MEGAN MCADOO 
Hey ‘Cats! My name is Megan McAdoo and I’m beyond excited to 
be serving as an RA next year! I’m from Pittsburgh, PA, which is 
the best city in America and possibly the world, but I’ve been 
lucky enough to call Ryan home since coming to Notre Dame. It’s 
a great community, and I can’t wait to get to know more of the 
finest ladies on campus. A little bit about me—I’m an English and 
Pre-Health major, and I want to go to med school after leaving 
Notre Dame to become a pediatrician and fulfill my passion for 
hanging out with cute babies all day. I’m especially interested in 
public health and social justice, so I hope to bring those interests 
to my future career. Around campus, I’m a Stats TA and work 
with College Mentors for Kids, an organization that pairs kids from 
the community with mentors and brings them to campus. It’s one 
of the best parts of my week. For fun, I like to spend time with my 
friends, talk with my sister, eat oatmeal raisin cookies or anything 
with peanut butter in/on it, read, spend time outside, and watch 
The Office. If you love kids or have good book recommendations 
or have recently baked cookies, come talk to me! I’m so grateful 
for the opportunity to be an RA in the best dorm on campus. If 
you have any questions or just want to chat, feel free to shoot me 
an email. I’m so happy to be a part of the Ryan community, and I 
can’t wait to spend my senior year living with you awesome, 
ambitious, amazing women. (And that’s just the “a”s.) 



Isabel Muench 
What's cooking, ‘cats? My name is Isabel 
Muench and I am SO excited to serve as 

your RA next year! Also known as Isa, I am 
majoring in the Program of Liberal Studies 

with a minor in sustainability. I spent the last 
semester studying abroad in London, and am 

spending the summer working at a high 
school in Brazil. As much fun as I'm having 

travelling, though, I can't wait to return to 
Ryan and to get to know you all! I am from 

the magnificently drizzly city of Portland, 
Oregon, and am quite possibly the only 
person at ND who thinks it doesn’t rain 

enough in South Bend. In Ryan, I’ve been 
involved as Sustainability Commissioner, 

dorm rep for the Bald and Beautiful, and as a 
Hall Steward. Around campus, I play the viola 

and am a member of the ND Symphony 
Orchestra. I have played on various 

intramural sports teams around campus, 
including curling, broomball and indoor soccer. I also love spending time outside and you can often 

find me walking around the lakes or, more likely, sitting by the lakes watching other people run. I am 
so grateful for the opportunity to be an RA in the greatest dorm on campus, and for the chance to 

grow alongside each of you this year. Please feel free to email me at imuench@nd.edu at any point if 
you have any questions, want to chat, or just want to say hi, I would really love to talk to you about 

literally anything. Get excited for an amazing year!	   
  

BRENNAH TOOMEY  
Hi ‘cats! My name is Brennah Toomey, and I am so, SO excited & 

grateful to be serving as a Resident Assistant next year! I was 
born and raised just outside of Tampa, Florida (go bolts ϟ) and 

truly feel like Ryan is my home away from home! I am a Marketing 
major with minors in both Constitutional Studies & Peace Studies 

with the hopes of attending law school after graduation. On 
campus, I serve on Junior Class Council and work as the student 

marketing lead for the Women’s Basketball & Men’s Baseball 
teams. In Ryan, you can find me at almost any event! It’s safe to 

say I am obsessed with our home, and I especially love designing 
apparel, chasing after Topper, and baking every week with FJ. 

Some of my other hobbies include: watching every show on 
Netflix, drinking large amounts of espresso from Starbucks, and 

talking to anyone when I should be doing something else. I am so 
excited to laugh, chat, drink coffee, and celebrate joy with all of 
you next year! Please know that my door is always open to you 

now and will continue to be next year! 
 



Meet the Ryan Hall Council! 
Ryan Hall has Hall Council Tuesday’s at 10 to talk about everything happening around Ryan and 
around campus. There will be opportunities to get involved in hall government in the Fall through 

various commissions, so look out for the applications! 
 

Caitlyn Clinton– President 
Hey Cats! My name is Caitlyn and I am so excited to take on next year 
as your president! I am a sophomore American Studies major and will 
be living in 1A this year. I say I am from just outside of St. Louis (the 
Illinois side of the river), but I’m from an Air Force Family so I have 
lived all over the country and the world. Coming to college was super 
exciting because it is going to be the longest I have ever lived in the 
same place! Some of my favorite things include: history, hammocks, 
sunshine, Netflix, lemonade, Oreos with peanut butter, naps, beaches, 
running, travelling, and cupcakes. My door is always open, so feel free 
to stop by my room any time to chat, to watch TV, to eat snacks, or to 
complain about the cold weather. I can’t wait to get to know all of you 
in the upcoming year! Ryan Go Bragh! (Fun fact: that means Ryan 
Forever)	  	  
	  

Jenny Moore–Vice President (Fall) 
Welcome home, Wildcats! My name is Jenny Moore, and I am 
so excited that each of you got placed into the best dorm on 
campus! I am a junior hailing from Lake Villa, Illinois (aka the 
northern suburbs of Chicago) and double majoring in Marketing 
and Psychology. I am thrilled to be serving as your Fall VP and 
welcoming each of you to our Ryan community! I am a huge fan 
of all things Chicago, including deep dish pizza, Chicago sports, 
and the city’s epic St. Paddy’s Day parade (as pictured). I love 
playing any and all sports, baking, and traveling. I am especially 
excited and blessed to be studying abroad in Dublin in the 
spring! On campus, I am a member of The Shirt Committee and 
a marketing student worker for the Athletic Department. In 
Ryan, aside from Hall Council, I absolutely love playing on our 
interhall sports teams and making cakeballs on Tuesdays at FJ’s. I am always 
down for a life chat or a Netflix binge, so feel free to come see me in 3B anytime! 
Can’t wait to meet you all soon - Ryan Go Bragh! 

Alison Snarponis– Vice President (Spring) 
Hey Wildcats! I’m Alison and I will be your Spring VP! I am a junior Marketing and 
Design major living in 1B this year. I am beyond excited to get to know all of you 
and welcome you to Ryan! I served as the Random Acts of Kindness 
commissioner for the past two years and can’t wait to help out with all of the 
commissions this year. I love Ryan Hall sports, late night runs around campus, 
taking ridiculous pictures, and the candy supplied by our wonderful RAs! If you 
ever want to watch the Office, eat some chocolate, or share your thoughts/ideas 
with me, stop by 153 any time (just follow the sound of throwbacks bumpin’ from 
1B)! I look forward to meeting you all! Go ‘Cats Go Irish!! 



Ryan Hall Events 
WestFest 
This new event is entering its second year where the West Quad Halls (Ryan, Duncan, 
Welsh Fam, Keough, O’Neill, and McGlinn) all gather together for an afternoon of fun, 
food, and games on McGlinn Fields. 
Wheelchair Basketball 
Ryan’s most famed event is the Wheelchair Basketball tournament, which happens 
every spring and benefits the Fighting for Mobility organization. Teams get together 
and play 5 on 5 games in wheelchairs in this bracketed tournament. 
Caring Cats Clothing Collection 
One of our signature events, this clothing drive is campus wide and collects clothing to 
benefit the Saint Vincent DePaul Society in Saint Joseph’s County. 
Ryan Hall Thanksgiving 
A tradition unlike any other, the Ryan community gathers together to share a 
Thanksgiving meal and celebrate the gifts of friendship and family. This is a Wildcat 
favorite and everyone brings something to contribute or a donation for the local food 
pantry. 
 

 
 
 

 



Distances from Ryan to. . .  
 
 
South Dining Hall…the preferred choice 5 minute walk 
 
South Dining Hall in the winter 4 minute power walk 
 
Duncan Hall… the best brother hall on campus 3 minute skip 
 
Welsh Family Hall… the best sister hall on campus 1 minute walk 
 
North Dining Hall 14 minute walk 
 
North Dining Hall in the winter Not happening 
 
Hesburgh Library…a studying hot-spot during exams 12 minute walk 
 
The Stadium 6.33 min crowd weave 
 
The Main Building…fondly known as the Dome 7.2 minute walk 
 
The Grotto 9 min reflection 
 
LaFortune (LaFun) 8 minute walk 
 
DeBartolo Hall…home of many of your classes 5 minute walk 
 
DeBartolo Hall in the winter 3 minute sprint 
 
DeBartolo Hall when you oversleep on an exam day 2 minute gallop 
 
Jordan Hall of Science 12 minute amble 
 
Coleman Morse Center (aka Co-Mo) 4.3 minute jaunt 
 
O’Shaughnessy Hall (aka O’Shag) 6.6 minute saunter 
 
The Bookstore…for all your shopping needs 30 seconds 
 
Carroll Hall Where is that? 



 

What to Bring 
 
These are just a few suggestions from some upperclassmen. Bring things that will make you feel the 
most at home! Please look up what is and what is not allowed in the dorm rooms, for instance, NO 
microwaves, hot plates or coffee makers (sorry! that’s why we’re lucky-Ryan’s right next to 
Einstein’s!) 

 
Things to discuss with your roommate: 
 

• Television  
• Refrigerator  
• Carpet  
• Couch/Futon  
• Other small furniture  
• Posters 

 

Some Notre Dame must haves: 
 

• A few dresses for formal dances  
• Fun, crazy clothes for themed dances (pirate, disco, America, 80’s etc. Or you can always stop by 

Salvation Army during the year to find these)  
• Warm clothes for the winter  
• As much blue, gold and green as possible…for football games or any day you want to show your ND 

pride 



 

Other Essential 
• Jeans/sweats  
• Business Casual (dressy clothes-skirts, dresses)   
• Pajamas  
• Robe  
• Shower sandals  
• Slippers  
• Sneakers  
• Swimsuit  
• Warm winter coat  
• Heavy sweaters  
• Gloves/scarf/hat  
• Snow boots  
• Raincoat/jacket  
• Rain boots  

Bedding and Linens  
• Pillow  
• Pillowcases  
• Sheets (twin extra-long)  
• Towels, washcloths  
• Beach towel  
• Mattress Pad  
• Throw pillows  
• Comforter/bedspread  
• Extra blanket  

Room Accessories  
• Picture frames  
• Stereo  
• Alarm Clock  
• Extra hangers  
• Extension cords/power strips  
• Stackable crates  
• Dry erase markers for your door  
• Clip lamp for your bed  
• 3M Command Strip Hooks  

Personal Care Items  
• Sewing kit  
• Hair dryer  
• Curling/Straightening iron  
• Shower bucket/tote  
• Toiletries (shampoo, toothpaste…)  
• Nail polish remover  
• Band-Aids  
• Tissues  
• Tylenol/Advil  
• Safety pins  
• Cosmetics  
• Make-Up mirror  
• Medicine/vitamins 

 
Desk and School Supplies  

• Personal computer  
• Bible  

 

 
 
 

• Paper (printer, loose-leaf…)  
• Notebooks  
• Pens/Pencils  
• Push pins  
• 3M adhesive strips (to hang posters up – you 

CANNOT use scotch or duct tape on the 
walls, otherwise the paint will rip off)  

• Scissors  
• White-Out  
• Stapler  
• Ruler  
• Calculator  
• Glue/tape  
• Calendar/daily planner  
• Paper clips/rubber bands  
• 3-hole punch  

Kitchen Supplies  
• Paper towels  
• Dishes/mugs/cups  
• Paper plates  
• Silverware  
• Snacks (cookies, granola bars, hot cocoa…)  

Laundry Supplies  
• Note: there is also the option to get your laundry done 

through St. Michael’s Laundry service. For more 
information, check out their website!  

• Drying rack  
• Laundry bag  
• Laundry basket  
• Detergent and bleach  
• Fabric softener  
• Dryer sheets  
• Quarters (Wash/Dry one load is about $3, but you 

can do a load for $2.50 if you use Domer Dollars!)  
Miscellaneous  

• Backpack  
• Bike  
• Umbrella  
• Movies  
• Photo album/scrapbook  
• Flashlight  
• Musical instrument  
• Sports equipment  
• Holiday Decorations (Christmas Lights) 



Sample Rooms 
 
To help give you some ideas for decorating and setting up your room! 



 

Location! 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Dome 
 

(Main Building) 
 
 

South Dining Main Circle 
 

Hall  
Notre Dame  

Debartolo Stadium  
Hall 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Ryan 
 

Hall! 



 

BROTHER 
DORM: DUNCAN 

HALL 
 
Each hall on campus is paired with a brother 
and a sister hall. Ryan Hall is privileged to 
have Duncan Hall as our brother dorm! Here’s 
just a little information about our Highlander 
friends:	   
 
 
WHO: Duncan Hall is the home of the Highlanders, easily recognizable by their flashy green blazers. 
Their rector is Nhat Nguyen, often seen around campus clad in his green blazer and with camera in 
hand, and their priest-in-residence is Fr. Mark Thesing, C.S.C.  
 
WHAT: Duncan was built in 2008, just a year earlier than Ryan. We’ve been brother-sister dorms with 
them for the past several years, and we host several joint activities with Duncan throughout the year, 
including Duncan-Ryan week in the fall and Duncan-Ryan Masses. Additionally, some of Duncan’s 
well known events are: Master’s Week and the Duncan Classic golf tournament; Duncan Donut Mass 
on Tuesday nights; and the Highrise formal held on the upper floors of the Willis tower in Chicago. 
Duncan also initiated the Bald and the Beautiful in 2009, a student-run event held on campus each 
year in which students, parents, faculty and friends cut or shave their hair to donate to Pantene’s 
Beautiful Lengths program, as well as fundraise support for St. Baldrick’s Foundation.   
 
WHERE: Located at the opposite end of West Quad, Duncan is an easy 3 minute stroll from Ryan 
alongside McGlinn fields.  
 

 
 

 



Domer Dictionary 
After a few days at Notre Dame, you’ll soon become aware that Notre Dame is a unique place. In 

fact, Notre Dame students even have their own vocabulary. Although you may be confused at first, in 
no time you’ll know exactly what is meant when a student says that “He’s on his way from Mod Quad 

to LaFun to get some food at the Huddle” or that “She’ll meet you at Stonehenge before the SYR.” 
Don’t worry, you’ll figure it out soon enough….but just in case you’re curious here’s a brief 

compilation of some of the vocabulary used at ND. 
 
ABP: Au Bon Pain, the popular café in the Hesburgh library and the Hesburgh Center for International 
Studies (right across Notre Dame Ave. from Ryan!) 
 
Acousticafé: Event Thursday nights in LaFortune Student Center or Legends of Notre Dame often 
frequented by students in need of a study break. The café is a great place for students to display their 
musical talents (or lack thereof). 
 
AnTostal: Yearly tradition celebrating the final full week of classes sponsored by SUB. Plenty of free t-
shirts, food and events for all to enjoy. 
 
Baraka Bouts/Bengal Bouts: Boxing tournaments held every year as a fundraiser for Holy Cross Missions 
in Africa and Asia. Not only do you get to help out a good cause, but you also get to see your roommate try 
out the gloves! Women compete in Baraka Bouts in the Fall, and Men compete in Bengal Bouts in the early 
Spring. Lots of people choose to do the training without choosing to fight—great workouts plus lots of fun! 
 
Bookstore Basketball: Largest 5-on-5 basketball tournament in the world. With over 500 teams 
competing every year, this tournament held in the spring is truly a sight to see. 
 
BP: Breen-Phillips Hall, a female dorm located on North Quad. 
 
COMO: The Coleman-Morse Center. The building on South Quad that houses First Year of Studies, 
Campus Ministry, a computer cluster, and 24-hour space that’s a great study spot. 
 
CSC: The Center for Social Concerns. The CSC is the place to go if interested in service projects, service 
trips, and volunteer opportunities. 
 
C.S.C.: Initials to designate members of the Holy Cross Religious Order. Don’t get the two “CSC’s” 
confused. 
 
D6: Student parking lot located behind the Rock. 
 
D2: Student name for parking lot behind PE and Knott. 
 
DeBartolo Hall: Classroom building where LOTS of classes will be held. Often referred to simply as 
"DeBart." 
 
DPAC: Short for DeBartolo Performing Arts Center, home to movies, shows and performances by visitors and 
students! 



	  
Domer: Any ND student, past or present. 
 
Du Lac: Student handbook outlining all the rules of regulations at Notre Dame. 
 
Fall Break: While most schools only get a few days off, the administration rewards us for our hard work with 
a whole week off during October. This is usually the first time you have the opportunity to return home since 
August, although some students choose to stay on campus, travel or participate in service projects. 
 
Fieldhouse Mall: Open area between Cavanaugh Hall and Stonehenge fountain. Warm weather brings 
campus bands, barbecues, and other fun things to do instead of studying. 
 
Flex Points: The dollars that accompany the Flex 14 meal plan that can be used to buy some tasty snacks 
and beverages at the Huddle, ABP, Smashburger, Reckers, and other campus food locations. All you do is 
swipe your ID and it comes out of your account. 
 
Geddes Hall: Home of the Center for Social Concerns and Coffeehouse. Also a great outdoor patio for 
studying! 
 
God Quad: Home to the Dome, the Basilica, Sorin College, Walsh Hall and the statues of Jesus and 
Father Sorin. 
 
Grab ’N Go: Convenient, on-the-go breakfast, lunch, or dinner available from 7am to 7pm when classes are 
in session. Be sure to bring a bag! 
 
The Grotto: Replica of the Grotto of Lourdes, France where students can come to light a candle and 
spend some quiet time in reflection and prayer. 
 
Hammes-Mowbray Hall: Next to Stepan Center and houses the Notre Dame Post Office and ND 
Security/Police. 
Hes: 14 story Library with the mosaic of Touchdown Jesus on its façade. It's a great place to study and is 
undergoing renovations. On the first and second floors you can easily study in a small group but as you move 
to higher floors make sure you keep quiet. 
 
Huddle: Small convenience store in LaFortune where students can purchase food, drinks, toiletries, 
notebooks, and other essentials such as the infamous Quarter Dogs. Typically referred to as "The Huddle." 
insideND: Campus Portal which allows you access to Class Registration, student websites, etc. This site 
provides convenient access to Notre Dame Web services for students, faculty, and staff. With more than 100 
content channels, the information you need is at your fingertips. 
 
Jordan Hall of Science: Jordan houses all of the undergraduate laboratories for biology and chemistry, a 
planetarium and state-of-the-art lecture halls. Also has a convenient snack shop, aptly named “A la Descartes.” 
 
JACC (A.K.A. The Joyce Center): This venue houses numerous campus events such as basketball, 
volleyball, ice hockey games, pep rallies, concerts, and lectures.



JPW: Junior Parents Weekend. 
 
LaFun: LaFortune Student Center. 
 
Legends: The restaurant, pub, and programming venue. Brings in live entertainment and has a nightclub 
open late nights on Thursday, Friday and Saturday Nights. Past acts include Sam Hunt, BORNS, Smallpools, 
Cole Swindell and MORE! 
 
Library Circle: Pick up/drop off spot at the east end of the Hesburgh Library. 
 
Main Building: Often called the Golden Dome or simply the Dome, the main (administration) building is the 
most recognizable feature of Notre Dame’s campus. Complete with a statue of Mary, the building is located in 
the center of campus and can be seen from almost anywhere on campus. 
 
Main Circle: Pick up/drop off spot at the main campus entrance on Notre Dame Avenue, between 
Alumni Hall and the Law School. 
 
Michiana: The name of the region along the border of Michigan and Indiana, including South Bend. 
 
Mod Quad: Home to Knott Hall, Siegfried Hall, Pasquerilla East, and Pasquerilla West. 
 
Monk: Affectionate nickname of the former University President Father Edward A. Malloy. 
 
ndID: Unique number assigned to you by the University (not to be confused with your NetID --see below). Can 
be found on your id card. 
 
NDTV: The cable-cast student run TV station. 
 
NetID: A computer ID name that, along with your password, gives you access to the Notre Dame 
network from almost any computer on campus. Is used for access to your Gmail (email) and website 
space. 
 
North Quad: Home to BP, Cavanaugh, Farley, St. Ed’s, Stanford, Keenan, and Zahm. 
 
NOVO: The way you’ll register for classes every semester through InsideND. 
 
Observer: Campus newspaper you’ll grow to love. 
 
O’Shag: O’Shaughnessy Hall, location of many Arts and Letters classes, departmental offices, and 
Waddick’s Café. O’Shag is also recognizable by the perpetually slow clock on its façade. This clock was also 
the center of some controversy when the University decided to remove the hands completely -some say it 
was to symbolize the timeless nature of the University; others say they did it just to confuse the students. 
 
Parietals: du Lac regulation that outlines visitation hours in dorms of the opposite gender. From 12am to 9am 
on Sunday through Thursday and from 2am to 9am on Friday and Saturday, members of the opposite gender 
are only allowed in the 24-hour space in the dorms. 
 
PE: Pasquerilla East, women’s dorm located on Mod Quad. 
 
PW: Pasquerilla West, women’s dorm located on Mod Quad as well. 
 
Pop: Midwestern term for Soda. 
 
Purcell Pavilion: The basketball arena connected to the JACC. It hosts games for both the mens and 
womens teams, and gets pretty rockin’ during gameday!



RA: Resident Assistant, a senior in each section of the dorm who guides the dorm life of the students. 
 
RecSports: Intramural sports program at Notre Dame. 
 
Rector: Adult who lives in community in each dorm and guides the dorm in all aspects 
 
The Rock: The Rockne Memorial Gymnasium located at the foot of the South Quad. 
 
Roar: Ryan Hall’s themed-dance in the spring. 
 
Rolfs: Athletic facility which is open to all students. 
 
The Shirt: Football shirt that students wear to all the football games. 
 
SMC: Saint Mary’s College; an all women’s school located adjacent to Notre Dame. Many Saint Mary's 
students take classes at Notre Dame and belong to Notre Dame clubs (and vice versa!). 
 
South Quad: Home to O’Shag and the Rock and everything in between. 
 
Stepan Center: The round, geodesic dome at East Gate. Don’t mix this up with Stepan Chemistry Hall. 
 
Stonehenge: War Memorial Fountain located at the foot of North Quad. 
 
SUB: Student Union Board that organizes activities for students. Each semester, they organize a big concert. 
Past acts include Jesse McCartney and Cher Lloyd, the All-American Rejects, Hunter Hayes and more! Also, 
SUB shows a recent-release movie every week for $3 in DeBart—it’s a great way to see movies that just came 
out within a few months! 
 
SYR: Known as “set-up your roommate,” the SYR is a semi-formal dance. Not everyone sets up their 
roommate; most just ask a date! 
 
TA: Teaching assistant; most large classes have TAs to assist the professor. 
 
Tailgate: Pre-game festivities, usually occurring in the parking lot by the stadium, before all football 
games. 
 
Tennis Shoes: Midwest for sneakers. 
 
Touchdown Jesus: Nickname of the mosaic on the side of the library facing the stadium (actual name is the 
Word of Life mural). You’ll see why it was so named when you arrive. 
 
Tutorial: Discussion session, usually on Fridays for Arts and Letters and random for everyone else, for 
large classes. 
 
West Quad: Home to McGlinn, Welsh Family, Keough, O’Neill, Duncan and Ryan Halls. 
 
WSND: Student-run fine arts radio. 
 
WVFI: Student-run progressive station on the second floor of LaFortune. 



 

A few very important songs. . .  
Don’t worry if you don’t know them yet. We’ll practice a lot the first weekend you’re here and you have all 

football season to learn! 
 
Notre Dame Victory March  

Rally sons of Notre Dame  
Sing her glory and sound her fame,  

Raise her Gold and Blue  
And cheer with voices true:  
Rah, rah, for Notre Dame  

We will fight in every game,  
Strong of heart and true to her name  

We will ne’er forget her  
And will cheer her ever  
Loyal to Notre Dame 

 
Cheer, cheer for old Notre Dame,  

Wake up the echoes cheering her name,  
Send a volley cheer on high,  

Shake down the thunder from the sky.  
What though the odds be great or small  

Old Notre Dame will win over all,  
While her loyal sons are marching  

Onward to victory! 
 

Notre Dame, Our Mother (Alma Mater)  
As one final unifying act before leaving the stadium after a football 

game, students both past and present join arms and sway to the Alma 
Mater. Like the Victory March, the Alma Mater will serve as an eternal 

reminder of your time spent at the University of Notre Dame. 
 

Notre Dame, our Mother  
Tender, strong, and true  
Proudly in thy heavens,  

Gleams thy gold and blue.  
Glory’s mantle cloaks thee  

Golden is they fame,  
And our hearts forever,  

Praise thee Notre Dame,  
And our hearts forever,  
Love thee Notre Dame. 



 
 

2017 Football Schedule 
 

Sept. 2nd vs Temple (3:30pm) 
 

Sept. 9th vs. Georgia (7:30pm) 
 

Sept. 16th @ Boston College (TBA)  

Sept. 24th @ Michigan State (TBA) 

Sept. 30th vs. Miami (5:00pm) 
 

Oct. 7th @ North Carolina State (TBA) 
 

Oct. 21st vs. USC (7:30pm)  

Oct. 28th vs. NC State (3:30pm) 
 

Nov. 4th vs. Wake Forest (3:30pm) 
 

Nov. 11th @ Miami (TBA) 
 

Nov. 18th vs. Navy (3:30pm) 
 

Nov. 25th at Stanford (TBA) 



 
 

Nearby Restaurants 
 

You may even want to make a reservation at some of these restaurants before coming to South Bend 
because there’ll be tons of people here during move-in weekend! The restaurants in bold and italics are on 

Eddy Street, about a 5 minute walk from Ryan! And, we’ve marked some of our ND FAVORITES! 
 
Quick snacks  

• Cold Stone Creamery - 620 W. Edison Rd. – Mishawaka 574-257-7884  
• ND FAVORITE Kilwin's Chocolates & Ice Cream - 1044 East Angela Boulevard, Suite 101 574-

251-0175  
• Hammes Bookstore & Starbucks Café- 1233 North Eddy Street, Suite 110 574-234-1800  
• Ritter’s Frozen Custard (half price with a student ID!) – 3921 N. Main St. – Mishawaka 574-255-8000  
• South Bend Chocolate Company – 122 S. Michigan St. – Downtown South Bend 574-287-0725 

 
Quick and casual food  

• BarBici Italian Street Food- 1233 N Eddy St, South Bend 574-251-1330  
• Blaze Pizza- 1234 N. Eddy St, South Bend, IN 46617 (574) 387-4620  
• Chipotle – 1251 North Eddy Street (right across from campus) 574-251-0175 o 

And 5445 N. Main St. – Mishawaka 574-271-3353  
• Five Guys (burgers and fries) – 1233 North Eddy Street (right across from campus) 574-234-1800 o 

And 6501 Grape Rd. (University Park Mall) – Mishawaka 574-271-2400  
• Panera – 4310 N. Main St. – Mishawaka 574-243-0001  
• Yats-Cajun Creole - 1251 North Eddy Street, Suite 103 574-855-1200 

 
Casual, sit-down restaurants  

• Brothers Bar & Grill- 1234 North Eddy Street, Suite 125 574-287-2767  
• O'Rourke's Public House - 1044 Angela Boulevard, Suite 103 574-251-0175  
• Fiddler’s Hearth (Irish “pub”) - 127 N. Main St. – Downtown South Bend 574-232-2853  
• ND FAVORITE Rocco’s Pizza - 537 N. Saint Louis Blvd - South Bend 574-233-2464  
• Bruno’s Pizza -- 2610 Prairie Ave. -- South Bend 574-288-3320  
• ND FAVORITE Evil Czech Brewery - 3703 N Main St, Mishawaka, IN 46545 (574) 855-3070  
• Chili’s Bar and Grill - 4810 Grape Rd. – Mishawaka 574-271-1330  
• Olive Garden - 6410 Grape Rd. – Mishawaka 574-277-6503  
• Outback Steakhouse - 4611 Grape Rd. – Mishawaka 574-271-2333  
• Le Peep (breakfast and brunch) – 127 S. Michigan St. – Downtown South Bend 574-288-7337  
• ND FAVORITE J.W. Chen’s - 1835 S Bend Ave, South Bend - (574) 271-2777 

 
Nicer, sit-down restaurants  

• Bonefish Grill - 620 W Edison Rd – Mishawaka 574-259-2663  
• Carraba’s – 210 W Day Rd (off Grape Rd) – Mishawaka 574-247-9460  
• Papa Vino’s -5110 Edison Lakes Pkwy - Mishawaka, IN 574-271-1692  
• The Mark - 1251 North Eddy Street, Suite 111 574-204-2767 



 

Everyday Dorm Stuff 
Bed, Bath, and Beyond - 5802 N. Grape Rd. Mishawaka 574-271-0709 
Super Target- 155 University Dr. Mishawaka 574-243-7442 
Park Mall - 6501 Grape Rd. Mishawaka 574-277-2223 
 

Electronics, Computers etc. 
Best Buy - 6502 Grape Rd. Mishawaka 574-271-9608  
The Apple Store – Inside University Park Mall, see above 
 

Loft Supplies, Lights, etc. 
Home Depot - 317 Indian Ridge (Off Grape Rd.) Mishawaka 574-273-8601 Lowe’s 

Home Improvements - 4660 N. Grape Rd. Mishawaka 574 -272-0900 
 

Groceries/Warehouse Wholesale Stores 
Martin’s (Grocery Store) – 2081 S. Bend Ave, South Bend 574-272-6922 Meijer 
(Grocery Store) - 5020 Grape Rd, Mishawaka 574-273-3500 Sam’s Club - 120 
Indian Ridge (Off Grape Rd.) Mishawaka 574-243-8048 Wal-Mart - 316 Indian 
Ridge (Off Grape Rd.) Mishawaka 574-243-9188 Costco - 625 E University Dr, 
Granger, IN 46530-7381 (574) 401-7004 Whole Foods - 4230 Grape Road 
Mishawaka 574-247-5800 



Nearby Hotels 
 

If your family is planning on staying for the weekend to attend the orientation events or coming up 
for a visit sometime, they may find this list of local hotels to be helpful… 

 

Hotel Phone  City Miles from 
    Campus 

Morris Inn 574.631.2020  Notre Dame On ND Campus 
Inn at St. Mary’s 574.232.4000  South Bend On SMC Campus 

Fairfield Inn 574.234.5510  South Bend 0.2 miles 
Jamison Inn 574.277.9682  South Bend 0.6 miles 

Signature Inn 574.277.3211  South Bend 0.9 miles 
Howard Johnson 574.272.7900  South Bend 1.0 miles 

Knights Inn 574.277.2960  South Bend 1.2 miles 
Residence Inn 574.289.5555  South Bend 1.2 miles 

Best Inns of America 574.277.7700  South Bend 1.4 miles 
Holiday Inn 574.272.6600  South Bend 1.4 miles 

Comfort Suites 574.272.1500  South Bend 1.5 miles 
Sleep Inn 574.272.1515  South Bend 1.5 miles 

Ramada Inn 574.272.5220  South Bend 1.6 miles 
Super 8 Motel 574.272.9000  South Bend 1.6 miles 

Days Inn 574.277.0510  South Bend 1.7 miles 
Marriott Hotels & 574.234.2000  South Bend 1.8 miles 

Resorts     
Motel 6 574.272.7072  South Bend 1.8 miles 

Holiday Inn 574.232.3941  South Bend 1.9 miles 
Star Hotels 574.936.4555  South Bend 2.5 miles 
Holiday Inn 574.271.1700  Granger 2.6 miles 

Carlton Lodge 574.258.0008  Mishawaka 2.8 miles 
Fairfield Inn 574.273.2202  Mishawaka 2.8 miles 
Hampton Inn 574.273.2309  Mishawaka 2.8 miles 
Super 8 Motel 574.247.0888  Mishawaka 2.8 miles 

 
 
 
 
 



Frequently Asked Questions 
What’s the weather like? 
The weather in South Bend is pretty unpredictable. The early fall is usually pretty hot and humid, so 
bring your shorts! But you’ll definitely need sweaters and a jacket by the end of September, so don’t 
plan on leaving all of your winter clothes at home until Fall Break. It rains more often than you’d think, 
and you’ll be walking to class, so be sure to have a rain jacket or rain boots. The winter gets cold, so 
insulated snow boots are good to have. Snow starts in November and might not stop until May. A 
long (thigh/knee length) parka is almost a uniform during the winter. Springtime is hard to plan for 
because it can be hot and sunny or rainy and cold. Remember, a “warm” sweater or jacket in 
California might not cut it in the Bend. 
 
What if I need money? 
You can open an account in South Bend. The Notre Dame Federal Credit Union has a branch 
conveniently located in the basement of LaFortune. If you just need fast cash, there are several 
ATMs spread over campus, and NDFCU can cash personal checks for students. 
 
What meal plans are available? 
You have two choices: the 21-meal plan or the Flex 14. The 21-meal plan is three meals a day; so 
for you early risers who need breakfast to function, this might be the plan for you. Those of you who 
would rather sleep those extra 30 minutes might opt for the Flex 14. It provides…you guessed 
it…fourteen meals, which you can divide among the week however you like, and then $410 in flex 
points each semester, which can be used at all of the cafés around campus: Au Bon Pain (ABP), 
Starbucks, SmashBurger, the Huddle Mart (the convenience store in LaFun), etc, are included. The 
points can also be used at Reckers, the 24-hour eating area located behind South Dining Hall, and at 
Einstein’s in the Bookstore (which is right next to Ryan). 
 
What if I get sick? 
When a couple of aspirin won’t do the trick, you can go to St. Liam’s, the Student Health Center. It’s 
right behind the Dome, between Keenan Hall and Lewis Hall. It’s open 24 hours a day, but it’s best to 
call in for an appointment if you have a cold or other minor illness. 
 
Where should I go with questions about my classes? 
In addition to your First Year of Studies Advisor, upperclassmen are a great source of information! 
Remember, we’ve been through it all. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



What does my advisor do? 
Your advisor can help you with just about anything. If you’re having trouble with a class, a professor, 
a project, or anything academic-related, they are there to help. They’re also available just to talk if 
you need it. If you decide you want to change your major, or don’t have a class you really need, 
your advisor is a great help. Ask sooner rather than later. They also assign a student advisor to 
meet with you and answer any questions you might have. 
 
Is there any shopping in South Bend? 
Yes! The ND bookstore is a student favorite and can pretty much outfit you for the whole year (there 
are enough t-shirts, sweatshirts and sweatpants to fill a whole wardrobe)! In addition to the main 
bookstore next to Ryan, there’s a satellite one on Eddy Street, just a short 5 minute walk from Ryan! 
But, if you want something that doesn’t have the leprechaun on it, there are a bunch of other options: 
 
The University Park Mall has 124 stores and a bunch of other places to eat as well. They’ve got 
Forever 21, the Apple Store, J. Crew, Ann Taylor LOFT, AT&T, Sprint, Barnes and Noble, Bath 
and Body Works, and many more. You can check out their website here! 
http://www.simon.com/mall/university-park-mall/stores 
 
There are also places to shop in Mishawaka, like Old Navy and Kohl’s. Chances are, if you like a 
national store, there’s one pretty close to here! And on Eddy Street, Urban Outfitters is only a five 
minute walk! 
 
What even are college dances? 
We’re glad you asked! At Notre Dame, each hall normally has one formal dance and one themed 
dance. In Ryan, we have our formal in the Fall, and our theme dance, named the Roar, in the Spring. 
Past themes for our more casual theme dances have ranged from Denim on Denim to Glitter to 
Holidays. Other halls sometimes refer to a theme dance as an “SYR,” or “set up your roommate.” The 
tradition was to set your roommate up with a date, but now you’re more than welcome to find one on 
your own. It’s fun either way! Formals will sometimes have a theme, but you don’t need to dress to it 
if you don’t want to. We’d suggest bringing one or two of your favorite dresses from high school to 
wear to formals—and remember, you can always dress-swap! Yay for community living! 
 
 
Are there printers around campus or do I need to bring my own? 
There are black and white printers in each of the residence halls so you really do not need your own 
printer unless you’d like one. Notre Dame gives you a printing quota of $10 for the year that can be 
used to print from any of the halls, Library, Debartolo, CoMo, Lafortune and many other printers. 
Your personal computer can easily be hooked up to print to many of the printers around campus. OIT 
can help you with this when you arrive on campus! 



How will I get around? 
One of the most popular ways to get around is to take an Uber. This is a great option if you don’t have 
a car, and there are many Uber drivers in South Bend. As a rule of thumb, be sure to always take an 
Uber with at least one other person. Zipcar also operates on Notre Dame’s campus. You can learn 
more about them here (http://www.zipcar.com). The South Bend bus service, Transpo, will take you 
to the mall or downtown. You can check that out here (http://sbtranspo.com). Cabs are also available 
but try to have more than two people so it’s cheaper. 
 
If you plan to fly out of Chicago during the year, Coach USA makes the trip to both Midway and 
O’Hare every two hours. The estimated arrival times are posted on their website 
(http://www.coachusa.com), and it’s $75 dollars round-trip. The bus picks up by the bookstore or 
security entrance gate, which is really close to Ryan. 
 
If you want to get to Chicago (for shopping or the airport) the South Shore Railroad leaves from 
Michiana Regional Airport. Providing passenger service to the Loop in downtown Chicago three 
times a day, the South Shore ride lasts about two hours and costs about $26 dollars round trip. 
 
First years can’t have cars on campus first semester, but if you’re in good academic standing, you 
can have one for second semester; you’ll just have to pay for the parking permit. 
 
What if...? 
We know that you’re going to have way more questions than just these. Just ASK. Approach any 
upperclassman; they’re more than happy to help. 
 

If you have any other questions throughout the summer, please feel free to 

contact one of your friendly welcome weekend staff members



 
 

Enjoy the rest of your summer!  
We can ’t wait to meet you! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Looking for more wildcat fun? 
 

Join our Facebook groups: “Ryan Hall” and “Ryan Hall Class of 2021” 
 

Follow us on Twitter: @RyanHallND Follow us on Instagram: @RyanHallWildcats 


